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Picking the taxpayers’ pockets

By RONALD MORTENSEN
Guest commentary

ver 47 years ago, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower warned the American people
about the threat to Liberty that can arise
when influential and powerful groups join forces
in order to further their own special inferests.
In his farewell address to the nation, President
Eisenhower said:

“In the councils of government, we must
guard against the acquisition of unwarranted
influence, whether sought or unsought, by the
military- industrial complex. Only an alert and
knowledgeable citizenry can compel the proper
meshing of the huge industrial and military
machinery of defense with our peaceful methods
and goals so that security and liberty may

prosper together” (emphasis added).

; the military-industrial complex has
been joined by an influential and powerful civic
elite-business-politico complex that sces the
average taxpayer as a source of funding for its
special interest projects. This complext exists at
alllevels of government throughout the United
States. In South Davis County,a civic elite-
business-politico complex is the driving force
behind numerous taxpayer-funded projects
including anew, multimillion-dollar Rodgers
Memorial Theater:

‘While the military-industrial complex frames
its arguments in terms of national defense, the
civic elite-business-politico complex frames its
arguments in terms of quality of life and public
investments.

So, rather than rolling up their sleeves and
doing the hard work necessary to raise $15
million dollars of private funding for anew and
expanded Rodgers Memorial Theatre, members
of the complex find it easier to obtain the votes
of a handiful of elected officials (three city
council members in each city and two county
commissioners)in order t get anew recreation,
arts and parks (RAP) tax put on the ballot for a
vote of the people.

Once on the ballot, the complex Iobbied
theater patrons and ran a campaign to get
citizens to vote for the new tax. Eventually, the
RAP tax for the theater was passed by a minority
(246 percent) of registered voters (483 percent
voter turnout and 50.94 percent voting in favor
of the tax). Thus, even though 754 percent of
registered voters did not vote for the tax, and
even a higher percentage of all ligible voters
did not support it, the members of the complex

were able to force all citizens to
pay for their theater.

‘When this civic elite-
business-politico complex
turns to the coercive powers
of government to achieve its
aims, it undermines the very
principles that the nation was
founded on. It teaches our
youth that it is appropriate for
government to force taxpayers
to pay for narrowly defined,
special-interest projects rather than teaching
them the importance of limiting government to
its legitimate functions and the importance of
voluntary, community support for discretionary
projects.

Tt denigrates democracy by getting a
handful of voters to impose taxes on all citizens.
Tt manipulates elections and it redefines the
tyranny of the majority as 246 percent of
registered voters.

Tt rewards businesses that are part of the
complex by giving them an inside track on
lucrative contracts paid for with taxpayer funds.

Politicians who are members of the civic
elite-business-palitical complex build a personal
legacy built on the back of the taxpayer and
are recognized by the complex at award
ceremonies and by plaques placed on new
facilities recognizing their vision and leadership.
Politicians who prove to be of special value to
the complext can count on its support for future
political races and for career support once they
leave office.

Tnsum, the civic elite-business-palitico
complex disdains voluntary, community diven
action and it replaces private initiative and self-
reliance with an ever larger and expanding role
for government.

Itis time that South Davis County residents
follow President Eisenhower's admonition and
become an alert and knowledgeable citizenry.
We need to tel the civic elite-business-politico
complex to get off the back of the taxpayers and
1o stop relying on government-coerced taxation
to fund their nice-to-have projects. After al,
if the residents of Alpine, Utah, can raise $10
million dollars in private funding for a multi-
purpose complex, including a theater, rather than
forcing taxpayers to pay for it, citizens of South
Davis County can do likewise.

Mortensen is aretired foreign service officer
and a cofounder of CitizensForTxFaimess.org.
He lives in Bountifid.
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