HB64 – Deterring Illegal Immigration
Ronald Mortensen, Citizens Coalition on Illegal Immigration
The Citizens Coalition on Illegal Immigration sincerely appreciates work of Representative Dee on this bill and his outstanding work on the Immigration Task Force.

We strongly support this bill and we encourage the Attorney General’s office to ensure that the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) are part of all tasks force since ICE brings extremely effective tools to combat immigrant gang activity.

It is important to note that gang membership is growing especially rapidly in areas with new immigrant populations such as Utah and that a large share of the immigrant gangsters in the most notorious gangs are illegal aliens.

Since 2005, ICE has arrested more than 8,000 gangsters from more than 700 different gangs across the nation.  The vast majority of the aliens arrested (80%) committed serious crimes in addition to immigration violations and a large number (40%) had violent criminal histories.  
ICE’s  gang arrests have occurred nationwide; however, some jurisdictions with serious gang problems had just a few arrests.  Areas with low numbers of gang arrests have sanctuary policies or “don’t ask don’t tell” policies including Salt Lake City.  
From February 2005 to September 2007, The Salt Lake City office of ICE only arrested 14 gang members.  3 arrests occurred in 2005 and 11  in 2006.   All were illegal aliens, with one having been deported before.   

Criminal histories of those arrested included: 3 assault charges, 3 drugs, 4 Receiving Stolen Property/Theft/Burglary, 1 Kidnapping, 1 Domestic Violence, 1 Weapons, 2 DUI, 1 Resisting Arrest, 4 with no known criminal history. 5 were considered violent criminals.  The oldest was 40 yrs old, the youngest was 22.  Most were  in their 20s.   4 were in MS-13, 2 in Surenos-13, 5 Alley Boys, 1 18th  Street, 1 Barrio Locos Aires, 1 Brown Pride.
Hopefully, this bill will result in more gang arrests in forthcoming years.

The Fraudulent Documents Identification component of this bill is especially important.  It will help control job related identity theft which accounts for at least 13% of all identity theft in Utah.  It will also make it more difficult for gang members to obtain employment since gang members typically work by day in construction, auto repair, farming, landscaping and other low skill occupations and they rely on fraudulent documents to obtain these jobs.
This is only the tip of the iceberg in terms of benefits that will come from this bill.  

We strongly urge a favorable vote on this bill as well as full funding for it.  Finally, we are counting on the Attorney General’s office to aggressively use the authority that this bill provides to protect the citizens of Utah.
