HB107 - ECONOMIC IMPACT OF ILLEGAL ALIENS
After a comprehensive study of illegal immigration by a legislative task force, a severely limited study costing $150,000 cannot be justified at this time.  No further delay in implementing SB81 was recommended by the task force, therefore, this bill should be defeated.
WHAT STUDIES BY OTHER STATES HAVE SHOWN
The Kansas Legislative Division of Post Audit reviewed numerous studies that assessed the economic impact of illegal immigrants on states and local governments (www.kslegislature.org/postaudit/audits_perform/08pa19a.pdf).    It found that:
1. States and local governments won’t really know the true costs associated with illegal immigrants unless better systems are put in place to determine who states and local governments provide services to and what the associated costs are.  
a. Utah is no exception.  State agencies and local governments do not collect information on illegal aliens. Therefore, the data for a solid, comprehensive, empirical study is simply not available. 
2. Studies have found that the presence of illegal immigrants negatively affects the wages and employment opportunities for low-wage or low-skill jobs.  

AN INCOMPLETE STUDY PROPOSAL
A study limited only to the impact on state and local government revenues and expenditures ignores the much more profound impact that illegal immigration has on individual Utah citizens and the economy in general.   A comprehensive study would include the following and more:
1. What is the impact on American workers who lose their jobs while illegal aliens continue to work?

2. What is the impact on Utah’s economy when illegal aliens send a large portion of their earnings back to their home countries rather than spending them in Utah?

3. What is the impact on low skilled workers and Utah’s teenagers who are seeking jobs?

4. What is the impact on the victims of criminal illegal aliens including gangs, perpetrators of mortgage fraud, drug dealers and identity thieves such as the illegal alien who stole the identity of Representative Julie Fishers Son?
5. What is the impact of the weakened respect for the rule of law?

Appendix A

Key findings from Kansas Legislative Division of Post Audit
1. Studies agree that illegal immigrants increase education, health care and criminal justice costs, but illegal aliens also pay taxes that offset some of the costs incurred.

2. Studies reviewed had mixed findings about whether the costs of illegal immigrants to state and local governments outweigh the revenue they generate for state and local governments.
3. The study found that there was relatively little Kansas-specific information about costs and revenues attributable to illegal immigrants.  Most state agencies don’t ask program participants if they are here illegally.  Also, universities, state agencies and labor unions don’t have specific studies or data on the effects of illegal immigration in Kansas.
4. Literature suggests that illegal aliens mostly compete for jobs in a few sectors.  Make up 5% of the national labor force and have a high presence in low-skill or low-education occupations such as farming, cleaning, construction and food preparation.
5. Studies generally show that illegal immigrants negatively affect wages in low-skill occupations.

a. Illegal immigrants negatively affect job opportunities of low-skilled workers.  Most affected are native-born workers in low-paying jobs, young adults and high school dropouts.

b. As the share of the job market held by illegal immigrants goes up, the unemployment rate of native-born citizens also goes up.

c. Illegal immigrants tend to go where the jobs are or where other immigrants are already present.

HB 107 provides for a study, under the direction and approval of the Executive Appropriations Committee, on the economic impact of illegal aliens residing within  the state;  (2) provides that the study shall identify and summarize state and local costs incurred  from providing services to illegal aliens residing within the state as well as revenues  received from illegal aliens residing within the state through the payment of taxes  and fees to state and local government;

13% of all identity theft in Utah is job related and Utah children are prime targets of illegal alien identity thieves.  





1,629 companies were found by Workforce Services to be paying salaries to the Social Security numbers of Utah children under 13.





Utah’s unemployment rate went up by 48% from 12/07 to 12/08.





American workers are laid off while illegal aliens continue to work.





Illegal aliens send millions of dollars to foreign nations rather than spending their pay checks in Utah.














